
My favorite subjects at school were … the sciences and geography.

When I was eighteen I wanted to be … an engineer or a scientist.

My favorite piece of research is … the story behind the early development of conductive polymers:
the preparation of a poly(acetylene) film by serendipity and the finding of the effects of doping.

The three qualities that make a good scientist are … a creative and optimistic mind and the ability to
concentrate.

Chemistry is fun because … chemistry is a “common” and “universal” language that can connect
scientists in all fields all over the world.

I chose chemistry as a career because … it is a nice combination of logic and imagination.

If I could be a piece of lab equipment, I would be … a polarizing optical microscope.

A good work day begins with … a good breakfast of rice, miso soup, egg, and natto (fermented
soybeans).

My favorite book is … the world atlas.

Young people should study chemistry because … it is creative and deserves devotion. At the same time,
chemistry can help to provide a high quality of life to people in general.
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Current research
interests:

Our research focuses on the development of molecular-based functional materials. In particular,
we are interested in the design, synthesis, control, and functionalization of assembled structures
such as liquid-crystalline materials, stimuli- and environment-responsive materials, nano-
structured ion- and electron-active materials, liquid-crystalline physical gels, functional
polymers, and biomineralization-inspired organic/inorganic hybrids.

Hobbies: Traveling by train, hiking in nature, walking in towns and Japanese gardens, going to art
museums, baseball (only watching nowadays)
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